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in England. Let us make France march forward, and we shall
go down glorious to posterity. Fulfil your great destiny. No
more debates, no more quarrels, and the country is saved."a

After this great peroration Lesage brought up the report
of the committee on the organization of the new tribunal. It
was to have a paid jury, which, on the motion of Lindet, was
to vote openly on the guilt of the accused. There was to be
no appeal from its judgments, but the tribunal was to try no
prisoner without the authorization of a committee of six
chosen in the Convention, and the punishment for every crime
against the nation was to be death Montane, judge of one of
the criminal courts of Paris, was elected by the Convention
to be president of the new tribunal; Fouquier-Tinville, a
bankrupt procureur, who had practised before the old court of
the CMtelet, to be director of the jury, or public accuser; and
the committee of six was composed of three ex-Constituants
Rabaut de Saint-Etienne, Lar^velli^re-Lepaux, and Prieur of
the Marne, two former members of the Legislative, Garran-
Coulon and Delaunay, and Gomaire. The first prisoner brought
before the tribunal was Blanchelande, the former governor of
San Domingo, who, after a long trial, was condemned to death
on April 11, and guillotined on the following day.

A powerful instrument was thus created for securing peace
at home by inspiring terror, but far more dear to Danton's
heart than the Revolutionary Tribunal was the selection of
the ministers from the deputies to the Convention proposed by
him on the following day. Like Mirabeau, Danton perceived
that there could be no strong government in France unless
the executive authority was in the hands of members of
the Convention He' declared that he did not wish himself
to enter office, that he would never accept any office in his
life, If only the Convention would assent to this salutary
measure. The strong practical mind of Danton, though he
had never left France, came to the same conclusion as the
travelled intellect of Mirabeau, He had not studied the
working of the constitution in England, but by strong good
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